InterReligious Task Force on Central America 

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

ph: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org

	via fax: 011 505 228 9298

Presidente Enrique Bolaños

Casa Presidencial

Managua, Nicaragua


March 26, 2004

Dear President Bolaños:

We are horrified by your continued silence with regard to the banana workers who have been camped outside Nicaragua's National Assembly for over a month.  These victims of exposure to the pesticide Nemagon demand a statement from your government about their plight.

Nemagon, a pesticide manufactured by Dow and Shell, is sprayed on Dole plantations.  In December 2002, a Nicaraguan court found Dole, Dow, and Shell companies liable for damages because they produced, exported and used this hazardous pesticide;  the court ordered the companies to pay US $490 million to the banana workers.  Despite the workers’ serious health problems and despite the Nicaraguan court ruling, the Dole Food Company now accuses the workers of filing a fraudulent suit.  

The effects of Nemagon on workers, their families, and those residing in the environs of the plantations are well documented.  In 1977 Nemagon was outlawed in California, and in 1979 the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) banned its production and usage throughout the US because of its poisonous effects on human chromosomes and its ability to persist as a toxin in soil and groundwater.  However, it continued to be exported to Nicaragua and elsewhere.  Workers in Nicaragua affected by Nemagon should be compensated by Dole, Dow and Shell, as have similar workers in the past in the Philippines and Costa Rica.

Because of our concern for human rights and our outrage at the shameful demonstration of callous disregard for human life displayed by the transnational corporations, Dole, Dow and Shell, we urge you to take the following actions:
· Meet immediately with your citizens camped in Managua and issue a statement from your government in support of their cause;

· Demand that Dole, Dow and Shell drop their fallacious counter-suit and respect the Nicaraguan court decision by paying just compensation to those suffering former workers and their families.
Thank you for your prompt attention.  We will continue to follow this case.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai

Coordinator

cc:  David H. Murdock, Chairman of Board, CEO, Dole Food Co. ~ via fax: 818-874-4997

       William S. Stavropoulos, Presiident, CEO, Board Chariman, Dow Chemical  ~ via fax: 989-636-5832

       Raymond T. Collins, Shell Oil ~ via fax: 713-241-0315


       Barbara Moore, US Ambassador to Nicaragua ~ via fax: 011 505 266.3861

       Salvador Stadthagen, Nicaraguan Ambassador to the US ~ via fax: 202.939.6545
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The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
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